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EDITORIAL COMMENT 

The Rockefeller Foundation and Nursing Education 

The three luncheons given by the Rockefeller Foundation to 
workers in the nursing field, and others directly interested, during 
the last week in February, at the Hotel Commodore in New York, 
were events which we have every reason to believe mark an era in 
nursing progress, bringing together, as they did, not only nurses, 
but college presidents, members of the medical profession, and others. 
These luncheons were given in groups of about sixty ; the public health 
workers early in the week, hospital administrators on the 27th, and 
the teaching body on Saturday, February 28. 

The president of the Rockefeller Foundation, Dr. George Vin- 
cent, presided at all of these luncheons, and the discussions were 
informal and free. While there were no definite plans agreed upon, 
committees were appointed to make thorough studies of the educa- 
tional needs of each group separately, before determining what line 
of procedure it would be best to follow in each instance. 

Among the nurse educators present on the 28th were Misses 
Edith Bryan, Elizabeth C. Burgess, Ida M. Cannon, S. Lillian 
Clayton, Adda Eldredge, Elizabeth G. Flaws, Annie W. Goodrich, 
Carolyn E. Gray, Jean Gunn, Sally Johnson, Mary L. Keith, Maude 
Landis, Laura R. Logan, Anna C. Maxwell, Clara D. Noyes, M. Ade- 
laide Nutting, Sophia F. Palmer, Sara E. Parsons, Isabel Stewart, 
Julia Stimson, Anne Hervey Strong, Lillian D. Wald, Mary C. 
Wheeler, and Helen Wood. Among the college representatives, med- 
ical men, etc., were Dr. A. S. Downing, Dr. Alexander Lambert, Pro- 
fessor Herbert E. Mills, Father Charles B. Moulinier, Dr. Richard 
M. Pearce, Dr. Frederic A. Washburn, Dr. C. H. Young, Josephine 
Goldmark. 

THE SHORTAGE OF NURSES 

Dr. A. S. Downing, of the Education Department of Albany, 
taking part in the discussion of the shortage of women, not only to 
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fill the many fields in public health and other lines of nursing, but 
the scarcity of nurse students for the schools, gave a very interesting 
description of the conditions existing in all professional schools, show- 
ing that in the church, in medicine, pharmacy, and most especially in 
the teaching field, the lack not only of trained workers, but of students 
necessary for the future, was universal and unprecedented. He 
thought the shortage of nurses was only a part of the shortage of 
workers in all the professional fields, and that the fault lay in the fact 
that the boys and girls in the homes, and in the elementary schools 
as well as in high schools and colleges, have not been and are not being 
properly imbued with a sense of moral obligation towards society. 

We believe Dr. Downing's argument in regard to what we call 
the shortage of nurses is right. Our training schools, taken as a 
whole, are finer than they ever have been, and the women entering 
the schools are of a better type than we have ever had in the history 
of the profession. The demand is greater because new hospitals are 
developing, and the shortage of applicants is part of the universal 
shortage. But we believe that what we have been considering as a 
shortage of graduates, is really due to the diversion of hundreds and 
thousands of our nurses into new lines of work. The army still 
has a considerable force enrolled. The United States Public- 
Health Service is increasing its personnel constantly, and expects 
to add to, rather than decrease its force. The Red Cross 
has, in this country alone, twenty-three or twenty-four hundred 
nurses in its employ, including all fields, and this number does not 
include the nurses who may be employed by local chapters, either as 
secretaries or in public health work. All of these departments have 
drawn their recruits almost entirely from nurses engaged in private 
duty work, which has created such a shortage in that field that the 
people in our homes are those suffering most for nursing care. 

We say without hesitation, that the poor and the people of mod- 
erate means, because of this great broadening out of public health 
work, are having better attention and care than they have ever known, 
but it is the people of great wealth, and those who are able to pay for 
the service of a nurse in their homes, who cannot secure in times of 
unusual illness the services of properly trained women. In other 
words, the trained nurse has so made good in these fifty years of her 
existence, that the demand is increasingly greater than the supply. 

Rank for Nurses Passed the House 
In response to an S. 0. S. call from Mrs. Greeley, fifty nurses 
were in the House of Representatives on Monday, March 1st, to lobby 
for Rank for Nurses, as included in the reorganization bill of the 
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army. The attitude of the congressmen was found to be generally- 
friendly. Some of them showed bunches of telegrams and letters, 
showing the interest of their home nurses. A few were hostile. Sev- 
eral objected because giving rank would mean that nurses in the 
future would have to be pensioned. One thought if nurses got rank 
they would be like everybody else — refuse to work. Another thought 
if given rank they might ill treat their patients. Such objections 
simply show that some members need educating. 

On March 12, at 4 :20 p. m., when the Army Reorganization bill 
of the House of Representatives was under consideration, debate on 
Section 9 having been finished, the clerk read Section 10, providing 
for rank for nurses. There was a slight pause, silence, and he began 
to read Section 11. Representative Caldwell of New York rose and 
called the attention of the members to the fact that rank for nurses 
had been granted by the House in Committee of the Whole without 
a dissenting voice. 

Before this JOURNAL reaches our readers, the bill will have been 
taken up, we hope, by the Senate for consideration, and approved. If 
not, let everyone get busy and make sure that each senator under- 
stands what rank means and how nurses and their friends feel about 
it. It will not do any harm to let even those senators who are pledged 
to it, hear again from their home people. 

The Nightingale Centenary 

We mentioned in our March issue that plans were under con- 
sideration for the celebration of the Nightingale Centennial on May 
12. A national committee has been formed to encourage local cele- 
brations of the event, and a partial list of the members is as follows : 
Mrs. Edward Everett Hale, Mrs. John Lowman, Mrs. James Hickey, 
Mr. James C. Auchincloss, Mr. Joseph Ames, Prof. C. E. A. Winslow, 
Katharine Tucker, Lillian D. Wald, Martha J. Wilson, Mrs. William 
Church Osborn, Mary S. Gardner, Edna L. Foley, Mrs. N. S. Soule, 
S. Lillian Clayton, .M. Adelaide Nutting, Annie W. Goodrich, Clara 
D. Noyes, Mary M. Riddle, Mary C. Wheeler, Laura R. Logan, Effie 
J. Taylor, Anna C. Jamme, Anna C. Maxwell, Amy M. Hilliard, Sophia 
F. Palmer, Lillian L. White, Georgia M. Nevins. 

Included in the plan for this celebration is a series of tableaux 
setting forth certain interesting events in the life of Florence Night- 
ingale, and motion pictures. Pamphlets and literature showing the 
plan in detail can be had by sending to the National Organization for 
Public Health Nursing, at 156 Fifth Avenue, New York. While it 
is true that the appeal is made directly to nurses and training schools 
to lead in this Nightingale centennial, it is urged that local committees 
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representing people of leisure, who can give time to the development 
of such plans, distribution of literature, and newspaper publicity, be 
appointed. It is expected that this celebration will serve the double 
purpose of showing honor to the founder of the nursing profession, 
and of giving a wider knowledge of nursing and nursing schools to 
the public. 

Almost every community, from the small village to the larger 
city, has a group of young people interested in amateur theatricals 
who love to get up a play, and by appealing to such groups and keep- 
ing closely enough in touch with the plans they make to be sure their 
presentation is historically correct, there would be a great oppor- 
tunity for interesting great numbers of people in nursing. Let 
everybody get busy. Here is an occasion when a very important 
piece of professional work gives an opportunity for a good time. 

One of the most interesting features of the celebration is the 
prize of $500.00 offered by the Central Council for Nursing Education, 
for the best play based on incidents in the life of Florence Nightingale. 
The announcement of the competition, which closes September 1, 
1920, will be sent to a large list of women's colleges, and is expected 
to stimulate interest in the nursing profession among college women. 
The committee appointed to judge the manuscripts consists of Mrs. 
Minnie Maddern Fiske, Miss Marylka Modjeska, Miss Alice Beer and 
Miss Lillian D. Wald. We hope this prize will be obtained by a nurse. 
Go to it! 

The Memorial Fund 

The contributions of nurses to the Memorial Fund has, in many 
places, been most spontaneous and generous. In other sections, where 
our members are equally prosperous, there has seemed to be such a 
lack of interest that it is quite evident they simply have not caught 
the spirit, probably for want of an enthusiastic leader. 

Nurses in every state have contributed something. One state 
has gone over the top. Individual nurses have subscribed amounts 
varying from fifty, twenty-five and ten dollars, down to five dollars, 
but the great bulk of the full amount received to date, has come in 
group contributions of $1.00 each, or less. 

There is time for one last, long pull all together before the At- 
lanta convention to complete the most sacred pledge we, as a profes- 
sion, have ever made. We have gone too far in this to withdraw. We 
cannot disappoint the women of France, to whom the war has brought 
a realizing sense of their lack of skilled nursing, or Dr. Anna Ham- 
ilton, whom we have led to believe that she will be able to carry for- 
ward her wonderful work through our cooperation. Nor must we be 
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found wanting in loyalty to those of our number who gave their lives 
in this World War. 

Since our last report there has been one donation of $1,000, re- 
ceived from a lay woman, Miss Julia B. Gillespie, who sent this sub- 
scription to the Journal representative through Mrs. H. P. Davison 
at the time of the Rockefeller Foundation luncheon on February 28. 
Perhaps there are others who may have a strong personal interest in 
this fund, either because of some nurse who died over there, or some 
soldier who was sick and was cared for by one of our nurses. 

The object which must be constantly kept in mind is that we are 
hoping, through the creation of this memorial, to enable the Bor- 
deaux School to become a great teaching center, from which will be 
developed a Nightingale system of nursing for all of France, as we 
have it in our own country, as a tribute to those American nurses 
whose lives were sacrificed to a high ideal. 

As we close our pages, a telegram has been received from Miss 
Anna C. Maxwell, telling us that the proceeds of an entertainment by 
the students of her school amount to $2,100.00. Added' to that already 
in hand, this makes a total of more than $30,000. 

Cooperation in Public Health Work 

The Red Cross, the National Tuberculosis Association and the 
National Organization for Public Health Nursing have entered into 
an agreement by which they will supplement each other by using the 
facilities of each, in common, by joining forces when it is an advan- 
tage to do so. At a meeting of representatives on December 5, 1919, 
the functions of these societies were clearly outlined. 

Are Our Disabled Nurses Being Properly Cared For? 

The Outlook of March 3, commenting editorially, criticizes 
severely the failure of the government to provide the occupational 
education which was promised to disabled soldiers, with so much 
enthusiasm, during the war. The Outlook also refers to the same 
kind of criticism which had recently appeared in the New York Times, 
and gives in figures the amount of appropriations, the number of 
salaried employees and clerks, and the small number of disabled 
men who have actually been taken care of and fitted for self support. 

We have reason to believe from information which has come to 
this office, that the government is failing in some degree in its promises 
to take care of disabled nurses, especially those suffering from tuber- 
culosis. It is not enough that these persons are simply placed in a 
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public sanatorium. It should be somebody's business to know the 
kind of care they are receiving. 

We suggest to any members of our three national associations 
who may be living in close proximity to sanatoria where the govern- 
ment is sending nurses for care as the result of war disability of any 
kind, that they make it their business to get into touch with such 
women by visiting them, showing them little attentions, and ascer- 
taining in a tactful manner just what kind of care is being provided 
them by the government ; bearing in mind that the nurses who served 
in the war were not draftees, but volunteers ; that they represent a 
professional group with a sure means of livelihood; that they have 
not yet been given recognition by the government in any way for the 
service which they performed either overseas or at home, and that 
the very least which we have a right to demand is that those disabled 
shall have the very best scientific care that this country is able to 
provide. 

Where conditions are found to be unsatisfactory, the same could 
be reported directly to Miss Minnegerode, Ohio Avenue and 15th 
Street, N. W., Washington, who is in direct charge of the care of sick 
nurses; Miss Noyes, Director of the Red Cross Nursing Service, 
Washington; Miss Julia C. Stimson, Superintendent, Army Nurse 
Corps Division, Washington, or to this office. 

The Atlanta Meetings 

We want to give a last reminder to our readers that the biennial 
convention of the American Nurses' Association will be held at At- 
lanta, Georgia, this month, April 12th through 17th. No nurse should 
miss this opportunity for professional stimulus, if she can possibly 
afford to go. The National League of Nursing Education and the 
National Organization for Public Health Nursing meet at the same 
time, and the latter organization will hold preliminary sessions for 
the organization of special groups of workers. For details in regard 
to the programmes, we would refer our readers to the March Journal 
where, under Nursing News, an outline is given which will be fol- 
lowed, much as it stands there, though some changes are always made 
during the last weeks preceding the convention. All nurses of the 
country are welcome at these meetings and every session is open to 
them, whether they are delegates or not, except one session of the 
Private Duty Section, where only those engaged in that occupation 
will be admitted. It is hoped that there will be a large and repre- 
sentative attendance and that many nursing problems will seem 
clearer after they have been discussed in conference. 
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A Slight Change of Policy 

With all other magazines, this Journal is feeling the increased 
cost of manufacture, and will, until the business of the country is 
more settled, follow a course of conservation of its resources. One 
of the economies agreed upon will be the discontinuing the official 
directory as a monthly bulletin, having it appear from time to time 
during the year; the same course will be followed with the Journal 
book department pages, which will be given space as we have room 
for them. Each time that these two departments are printed, a small 
number of reprints will be made so that those of our readers having 
very special use for them may obtain copies. For the official directory 
a charge of ten cents will be made. 

The discontinuing of our book department pages will not mean 
that we are in any way lessening our activities along those lines, but 
we will add to our profit the cost of printing the announcement pages, 
which is considerable, taking the year through ; for a few months we 
are going to rest upon the reputation we have already made in being 
able to take orders for any number of books wanted. 

Our book reviewing department gives each month the new books 
which are received in this office and these will be added when the lists 
are printed, from time to time. 

The offer made by the JOURNAL to the League for a special 
department of sixteen pages, with a special editor, will have to be 
held indefinitely in abeyance, until the general business situation has 
improved. 

We have been in the habit of printing, without regard to cost, 
the contributions to the Nurses' Relief Fund, the Robb Fund, and, 
recently, the names of contributors to the Memorial Fund. As 
has already been announced, the Memorial Fund was closed on the 
15th of March, and after this issue of the JOURNAL, names of in- 
dividual contributors may not be given, but simply the amount of the 
contributions from month to month, with the sum total. 

We ask those of our readers who are in executive positions where 
they are responsible for buying, to consult our advertising pages, 
and to give the business firms who are advertising with us at least an 
opportunity to bid on the articles needed. With the increased cost 
of production, our advertising becomes even more necessary to the 
Journal's business prosperity than ever before. We have constant 
evidence of the value of our pages to our advertisers. A recent letter 
from a publisher tells us that a book advertised in one issue of our 
Journal brought one hundred and fifty orders. 

This retrenchment will not in any way detract from the 
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professional value of the Journal, which will be maintained, if any- 
thing, at a higher standard of efficiency. We ask our readers, again, 
who are engaged in new lines of work, and who are in institutons 
where new methods of treatment and of nursing procedure are con- 
stantly being established, to send short, practical descriptions of the 
same to us, for which we gladly pay. 

We also ask those of our readers who are members of the Amer- 
ican Nurses' Association, not to rest easy until they have sent at least 
one new subscriber to the Journal. We cannot have an intelligent 
profession; we cannot go forward with a strong, universal pull to- 
gether, until all of our members are readers of the Journal and keep 
in touch with the progress of nursing the world over, and this maga- 
zine is the only journal in this country which furnishes this general 
knowledge, month by month. Our Journal has never been so popular 
nor our subscription list so large as at the present time. 

A Permanent Committee for the Memorial Fund 

The following committee has been appointed to have charge of 
the Memorial Fund, both in this country and overseas, with Mrs. 
Henry P. Davison, of New York, as chairman, and the following mem- 
bers : Miss Alice Fitzgerald, Mrs. Charles Tiffany, Misses M. Adelaide 
Nutting, Anna C. Maxwell, Clara D. Noyes, Mr. Ethan Allen, Mr. C. A. 
Coffin, and Miss Ruth Morgan. 



an address wanted 

Mrs. H. C. Rydell, 705 Cookman Avenue, Asbury Park, N. J., is trying te get 
into communication with Miss Anna C. Foster, the nurse who cared for her 
son, Corporal Rydell, who was reported wounded on October 12, 1918, and who 
died in a Base Hospital in France. Mrs. Rydell received a letter under date of 
November, 1918, signed by Annai C. Foster, no address given, who stated she 
promised Corporal Rydell that she would see his mother when she returned to 
the United States, even though it seemed very remote at that writing. 



